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1. Uploading of complex multi-file objects …



… is already supported even if the repo does 
not speak RO-Crate



📂

|
|- ro-crate-metadata.json
|-- Folder1/ 
|          |-- file1.this
|          |-- file2.that
|-- Folder2/
|    -- file1.this
|          |-- file2.that
|-2021-04-08 07.58.17.jpg 

{
      "@id": "2021-04-08 07.58.17.jpg",
      "@type": "File",
      "contentSize": 3271409,
      "dateModified": "2021-04-08T07:58:17+10:00",
      "description": "",
      "encodingFormat": [
        {
          "@id":  
"https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/PRONOM/x-fmt/391"
        },
        "image/jpeg"
      ],

      "name": "Cute puppy"
    },

 RO-Crate Metadata 
Document



📂

|-- Folder1/ 
|          |-- file1.this
|          |-- file2.that
|-- Folder2/
|      |-- file1.this
|          |-- file2.that
|-2021-04-08 07.58.17.jpg 





2.  RO-Crate is a packaging format suitable 
for downloads

2.





HTML Preview Describes the files



Enable programmatic 
downloads – include the 

metadata and its extensions

signposting.org 

https://signposting.org/


3. Less user interface customisation will be 
needed for different types of metadata



Here the mechanism is to use the ‘magic’ name 
METS.xml to store some extra metadata – with a fully 
linked-data system this kind of thing is not needed





No need to invent (completely) new file formats anymore!



4. The availability of RO-Crate editing tools 
opens the way for repository software to 

focus on access and discoverability





RO-Crate editing

Data Portal



Portal shows that 
accessing this data 
requires authorization. 
First step: Log in.









5. With a repository to keep data safe and 
serve it using persistent Identifiers, 
RO-Crates help make data FAIR 







6. (bonus point) There are tools which can 
run a repository from a set of static files on a 

storage service, in line with the ideas put 
forward by Prof Suleman at OR 2023





The Language Data Commons of Australia Data Partnerships (LDaCA-DP), Language 
Data Commons of Australia Research Data Commons (LDaCA-RDC), and Australian 

Text Analytics Platform (ATAP) projects received investment 
(https://doi.org/10.47486/DP768, https://doi.org/10.47486/HIR001, & https://doi.org/10.47486/PL074) 

from the Australian Research Data Commons (ARDC). 

The ARDC is funded by the National Collaborative Research Infrastructure Strategy 
(NCRIS).

https://doi.org/10.47486/DP768
https://doi.org/10.47486/HIR001
https://doi.org/10.47486/PL074


A web version of this presentation with notes can be found at:
https://www.ldaca.edu.au/news/posts/open-repositories-2024-ro-crate


