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The project

● The data was collected as part of the project 'Metaphors and Identities in the 
Australian Vernacular' supported by the Australian Research Council 
(SR200200350).

● The Chief Investigators for the project were:
○ Professor Kate Burridge
○ Dr Howard Manns
○ Dr Simon Musgrave
○ Emeritus Professor Keith Allen

● Research Associate: Dr Isabelle Burke
● PhD Student: Dylan Hughes
● All attached to Monash University.



The survey

● Aimed to access knowledge:
○ Of users of Australian English
○ About Australian slang 

● Collected basic demographic information:
○ Gender
○ Age (in brackets)
○ Place of residence
○ Childhood location (if different from current place of residence)

● Body of survey is responses to a series of prompts
● Survey delivered via Qualtrics
● Responses collected July and August 2021

○ More than 4000 people visited the survey
○ Almost 3000 contributed responses



Prompts

● Participants were asked to provide information in response to 13 prompts
● Response categories:

○ Word or expression:

○ Meaning of word/expression:

○ Example of word/expression in use:

○ When and where have you heard this word/expression used?

○ Any further comments:



Prompts

1. Something very good?
2. Something very bad?
3. Someone who is stupid?
4. An attractive person of any 

gender?
5. An attractive female?
6. An attractive male?
7. An unattractive person?

8. Someone who is arrogant?
9. Nonsense?

10. Alcohol?
11. Being intoxicated?
12. Someone who does not do their 

fair share?
13. Any part of the body?

Open question: 
Lastly, what other words or expressions do you think of as being 
characteristically Australian?



What the responses look like



Sharing the data - FAIRification

● Previous slide already shows some problems for sharing this data
○ Potentially identifying information (location when responding, email in some cases)
○ Encoding problems (‘Often used with â€˜bloodyâ€™ before it (bloody ripper)’)
○ Unwieldy data structure - we showed responses to one prompt, all responses for a participant 

(up to 14) are a single row in the table



Data transformation using Jupyter Notebooks

● Input: Original survey data 
consisting of 121 columns

● Required outputs:
○ 14 CSV files per prompt
○ De-identified version of the original 

data
● Slang_Data_Processing.ipynb

https://github.com/smusgrav/auslanguage/blob/main/Slang_Data_Processing.ipynb


Identifying information

Columns removed:

● IPAddress
● RecipientLastName
● RecipientFirstName
● RecipientEmail
● LocationLatitude
● LocationLongitude
● If you would be willing to answer further questions, please provide an 

emailaddress.



Prompt separation

● Dataframe split according to each 
prompt

● Columns kept for CSVs:
○ Response ID
○ Do you know any typically Australian 

word or expression for [prompt]?
○ What is the word or expression?
○ What does this word or expression 

mean? (Note: Where included in the 
survey)

○ Can you provide an example of the word 
or expression in use?

○ When and where have you heard this 
word or expression being used?

○ Is there anything else you would like to 
tell us about this word or expression?

● Prompt column added 



Handling prompts 13 and 14

Prompts for Body Part and (Free Choice) had an additional column ‘meaning’ for 
participants to describe the word or expression.

Additional blank ‘meaning’ column added to other prompts so data is structured 
identically.



Non-responses

● Blank prompt rows removed from data
● Updated structure preserves the other responses provided by that participant



Formatting and character encoding

● Leading and trailing spaces removed
● Quotation mark standardisation
● Minor character encoding and formatting corrections



Mapping the participant metadata

● Participant ID maps the responses to the 
participant metadata

● Prompt data exported to 14 CSVs
● Geomapping data for postal areas 

added to participant metadata based on 
their postcodes provided

Melbourne Postcode 
Polygon Metadata



Data in LDaCA Portal

data.ldaca.edu.au

http://data.ldaca.edu.au


Future work

Improve search capabilities and display in the 
LDaCA portal.

Add an additional download for a combined prompts 
CSV.

Create a Jupyter Notebook that allows users to 
explore the collection:

● Filter by a word or expression and view its 
related demographics

● View most common responses to a prompt 
and any associated geographical patterns

● Geomapping a given word or expression 
using the postcode data provided by the 
participants




